Q 8               History of Local Rates

At last, however, the new Poor-Law Commissioners
brought the matter to a head. Receiving inquiries
about it from the country, they issued a minute in
September 1838, which is decidedly unfavourable to
the rating of stock-in-trade. They say they hesitate
to express an opinion favourable to the adoption, or
even the continuance, of the custom, and they point
out both that " the practice has, with very few excep-
tions, hitherto prevailed only in the old manufacturing
districts of the south and west of England," and that
the Parochial Assessments Act appears to contem-
plate the assessment only of hereditaments, and there-
fore in some measure discountenances the opinion
that stock-in-trade is liable.1 Six months after the
issue of this minute, the Court of Queen's Bench
decided, what- any one might have expected, that
the silence of the Parochial Assessments Act did not
amount to a repeal of the law that stock-in-trade
should be rated.

Consequently, early in 1840, the Poor-Law Commis-
sioners were driven to recant their previous opinion.
They issued a circular letter to churchwardens and
overseers which says: " Since the recent decision in
the Court of Queen's Bench in the case of Rcgina v.
Lumsdaine, in last Easter term, it can no longer be
doubted that inhabitants of parishes remain liable
to the poor-rate in respect of stock-in-trade, in like
manner as they were before the passing of the act to
regulate parochial assessments, and that every rate
may be successfully appealed against if any inhabitant
having productive stock-in-trade be omitted thcre-

1 House of Commons Paper, 1840, No. 215; in vol. xxix. pp.
576-7.